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On 11/19/2001, Bruce El. Ivins, Ph.D., (f’ROTECT IDENTITY)

USAMRIID Bactericlogy Divigion, JTZ425 Poxr Street, Fort Detrick,
Marvland 21702-5011, telephone humber] | fax number

[email] |- was interviewed at
place of employment. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing agents, Ivins prgvided the following information.

Ivins was interviewed reéardinq|

Ivins said |

did not know if had left or right wing political wviews, or

if| lis a republican or democrat. | |

| said we should interview |/

Ivins saidl had access to B. anthracis, the
knowledde about how to disseminate it, and had unrestricted access
to B. anthracis. Ivins said the labs works with the bacteria,
bacillus anthracis, suspended in a liquid because the powder foxrm

is too dangerous.
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Investigation on 11/19/2001 at USAMRIID, Ft. Detrick, Frederick, MD
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On January 23, 2002, BRUCE IVINS contacted Special
Agent| |of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
at the United States Army Medical Research Institute of
Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID), Fort Detrick, Maryland, regarding
recently-obtained information about Bacillus anthracis. IVINS
provided two color digital photographs of Bacillus anthracis
growing on agar plates and also provided the following
information:

TVINS | | work with the oldest and most
original culture of the AMES gtrain of Bacillus anthracis at

b7C

|made several passages ot the AMES by

transferring it from plate to plate rather than going back to |

original sample. The transfers, sometimes referred to as serial
dilutions or passages, cause genetic mutations. It appears that
the mutations may have resulted in differences in moxrphology
between[::::::::ﬁ“stockf of AMES and the original USAMRIID- AMES.
The photographs provided by IVINS show the two “stocks” (the
original and at approximately 42 hours of growth. The
morphological differences are not apparent until after moére than
24 hours of growth. The differences include_a grainy-like

whitish growth and border variations in thel| “stock” which
are not visible in the original USAMRIID “stock’ of AMES thus
far.

USAMRIID also has a stock of AMES spores made for them
at Dugway Proving Ground. There could be other stocks of AMES at

USAMRIID, but IVINS does not know of any more than the three.
TVINS does not have access tC)[::::::::ngES which is maintained

IVINS has all of the records of transfer f the
original USAMRIID stock of AMES. Even if| |transferred
gome of it, IVINS would still have the record of the transfer.

IVINS feels his recoxrds of the transfers are very accurate. The
AMES stock from the original slant was sent to_Dugway Proving

USAMRIID. | I_|

Ground, Battelle Memorial Research Institute, |

D.R.E.S_(the Defense Research Establishment at Suffield, Canada),
and to] [the University of New Mexico. Samples from
| |collection were sent to Porton Down, who sent

, - Y,/N
Investigation on 1/23/02 at Fort Detrick, Maryland =
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Continuation of FD-302 of BRUCE IVINS ,On 1 / 23 / 02 , Page

| | who sent it to
| IVINS is not aware of any
other transfers of AMES from USAMRIID.

IVINS knows of two people who have the knowledge and
character required to have prepared and sent the anthrax letters.
He does not have any evidence that either of them actually did
send the letters. | |

No one 1s supposed to remove
any hot material from the USAMRIID facility. It would be
possible to take material out without detection, and IVINS does
not know if] | took any of the Bacillus anthracis with

The other person IVINS knew who could have produced the
letters was|

| IVINS
had previously called S3| |at the Frederick, Maryland,
FBI office to provide information about | |
‘makes nice spores” of Bacillus anthracis, but the spores in the
DASCHLE letter were of fermentation quality. The spores were
very clean compared to Bacillus anthracis produced on agar which
would contain messy residue. |

Anyone with access to the USAMRIID | |
has access to] | stock of the AMES strain of Bacillus
anthracis. Building]| |has the AMES produced at Dugway.

If someone who had received the original USAMRIID AMES
stock did the same kind of passages/transfers that[::::::]did,
it is extremely unlikely that they would produce the same
mutations to reflect the same morphological differences as the

stock. Mutations are random, and the likelihood of
getting the same mutations is not great. There should be records
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Continuation of FD-302 of BRUCE IVINS ,On l/ 23 / 02 , Page

in the various labs to show the number of passages used in any
research conducted with the AMES strain. Ei:::f&]did not use
pure culture technique, and the original stock in IVINS
possession is “just a slant away from the cow” to his knowledge.

| luse| |stock of

AMES in their research. IVINS| use the original
USAMRIID AMES stock.

DNA sequencing should show the differences in geneticg
which cause the morphological differences between the two stocks
of AMES. | |work. in genotyping only looks at 1% or less
of the total genome. The mutations causing the morphological
differences would not show up in[_____ |work.

IVINS has not worked with powdered or dry Bacillus
anthracis. Bacillus anthracis is too dangerous to work with as a
powder. Even the Medical Research & Development (R&D) Command
had no idea that Dugway was working with powdered spores.

The aerosolization research conducted on animals at
USAMRIID is all wet-mist exposure of animals to Bacillus
anthracis. None of that work involves dry or powdered research.

IVINS showed SA[[____ la buwéiness card for
which contained the following infg;vation:

DIGITQL photographs of the FBI evidence from the
anthrax letb€érs were also on IVINS computer, and he offered them
to SA Because SA| understood the photographs
were part of work being conducted by as evidence
analysis in the case, SA[:::::::]asked IVINS to keep the digital
photographs secured and did not accept the photographs of the
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evidence growth. IVINS agreed to make the photographs available

if the case a%ents want them prior to receiving an official bé

report from . L7C
e ——————————_, o

BRUCE IVINS is further described as f£éllows:

Race: ite
Sex:

Title:

Place of Employment:

Regearch Microbiologist
USAMRIID Bacteriology Divigion
1425 Porter Street

Fort Detrick, Maryland 21702

Work telephone:
Fax:
E-mail:

bruce.ivins@amedd.army.mil
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Bruce Edwards Ivins, Ph.D., white male, DOB 4/22/46, SS#
280-44-5449, Building 1425, Room 19, U.S. Army Medical Research
Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID), Ft. Detrick, MD, 6
telephone | | home telephone was b7
interviewed at his place of employment, USAMRIID. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent and the purpose

of the interview, Ivins, provided the following informatiomn:

Ivins has been employed at USAMRIID since 12/80. 1Ivins
has a B.S. degree from the University of Cincinnati in
bacteriology, a M.S. degree from the University of Cincinnati in
microbiology and a Ph.D. from the University of Cincinnati in
microbiology.

Iving does have an inventory of his Bacillus anthracis
(B. anthracis). Ivins has maintained a strain inventory of his B.
anthracis collection since before 9/11/01. A complete inventory of
the Bacteriology Division's B. anthracis collection was completed
by |]on 1/29/02. 1Ivins noted that| |is
probably the most knowledgeable person in the United States related
to B. anthracis spores. Iving stated that Dugway Proving Grounds
in Utah usually makesg the spore preparations used in animal
challenges at USAMRIID. Ivins maintains a detailed inventory of
all these spore production preparations that have been sent from
Dugway. All of this inventory is accounted for. Access to the
straing of B. anthracis is logged by facility key cards which are
maintained in the security office.

Ivins first began working on B. anthracis at USAMRIID in
1980-81. This work began as a result of the Sverdlovsk incident.
Following this incident, | | sent out a request to various
laboratories to obtain samples of B. anthracis. Prior to that time
| |was at USAMRIID working with vaccine strains
of B. anthracis. | |now works at| |

Ivins classifies his work with B. anthracis as vaccine
development; specifically improving current vaccines and working on
the development of a new vaccine. Ivins is aware that his division
possesses Vollum 1B, Ames, Colorado, New Hampshire, Texas, and V770

strains of B. anthracis. has a complete strain
Investigation on 1/29/02 at Fort Detrick, MD
File # 27QA.ME.2223354£5§§#§ é%9§f“7§57? Date dictated 1 /30/02
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Continuation of FD-302 of Bruce Edwards Ivins ,Onl/29/02 Page 2

inventory of all cultures maintained by the Bacteriology Division
at USAMRIID.

Ivins obtained the Ameg strain of B. anthracis from

sometime between 1981 and 1983. Ivins obtained this strain
to use as a challenge strain. Ivins did not regularly begin using
Ames in his research until| | showed that the Ames
strain was very "hot" in 1996. Prior to that time, Vollum 1B was
the standard strain that was used in Ivins research. Full genetic
characterization has not been done on all strains used in the
Bacteriology Division, however, Ivins doesg know the properties of
most of the strains, including the biochemical characteristics as
well as virulence factors.

Regarding the origin of the Ames strain, Iving recalls

obtaining 2mes for the first time in late 1980, possibly
late December or in early 1981. Ivins has reviewed |
notebooks to find the first reference to the Ames strain. The
earliest reference that Ivins found to Ames was in 12/81. Ivins
found nothing in the notebooks prior to that date regarding Ames.
Ivins provided a hand drawn diagram detailing the genesis of the
Ames strain at USAMRIID. Ivins showed that he obtained B.
anthracis from| |in 1985 which Ivins in turn shared with
From USAMRIID Ivins also sent out gamples of this
strain to Dugway Proving Grounds, the Defense Research

Establishment Suffield (DRES), | | the University of New
ico, and Battelle. 1Iving is aware that| | provided
strain, referred to as | who in turn

supplied it to Porton Down in Great Britain, and tol |
| | louisiana State University who in turn supplied the strain
to | | the University of Northern Arizona.

The method of propagation of the Ames strain of B.
anthracis differed between | |]and Bruce Ivins. Ivins
used single colony dilutions to propagate the Ames culture.

used mass swipes of culture to propagate his collection.
Ag a result, mutations became evident in| Jcollection of
the strain that were not present in Ivins' strain collection.
Ivinsg has documentation and recordsg to back up all shipments of the
Ames strain which he has sent out.

Iving will provide isolates of the B. anthracis he has in
his collection if needed by the FBI. Ivins noted that spore
samples are usually maintained in a one percent phenol at USAMRIID
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Continuation of FD-302 of Bruce Edwards Ivins ,On 1 / 29 / 02 , Page

if the spores are stored in quantity. The phenol serves to destroy
any contaminants, however, they do not affect the spores.

Ivins collaborates with scientists at Battelle,|
[::]the University of Northern Arizonal I
D.R.E.S.,| | the University of New Mexico, and also Bio-
Port, however, these shipments were only of Vollum 1B. Except for
Bio-Port, Ivins has shared Ames with all of these institutions.

B. anthracis cultures are not routinely shared with other
labs. However, Iving cannot vouch for what others have done with
thelr collections of B. anthracis. He stated that the commander of
the institution must approve any trﬁfffff:ff B. anthracis or other
Select Agents. Ivins is aware that] wanted the Ames strain
of B. anthracis early in 200L1. Thg_uniﬁed States Commerce
Department denied the transfer. apparently wanted the Ames
strain for "genetic research". at the Commerce
Department was the contact involved with this event. _Ivins

rovided a copy of the denial of export license to SA| |

has had access to the hot suite. | lworked with B.

anthracis and believes that|

worked with

The only persons whom Ivins is aware are working with B.
anthracis as a Select Agent are those previously detailed as
collaborating labs. Ivins is not aware of who may be working with
B. anthracis overseas. Ivins is not aware of any "underground"
publications or websites describing "home grown" anthrax.

Regarding other individuals whom Ivins thinks should be
interviewed by the FBI,]| lis at the top of his list.
Ivins noted that |

-1y

oo

hé
bh7C
k7D

b6

b7C

T




1]
@ )%EET | e
FD-302a (Rev. 10-6-95) ) )

279A-WF-2228936

Bruce Edwards Ivins n1/29/02

Continuation of FD-302 of ,0 , Page

lvins believes that pharmaceutical companies would provide the
technical expertise as well as the equipment that would be required
to make weaponized B. anthracis.

Iving currently only works with B. anthracis, however, 20
yvears ago he worked with cholera, chlamydia, and diphtheria toxin.

Regarding visiting scientists, Ivins recallsg an|

| Ivins did not believe that

this was effective research.

Ivins related information regardin Tvins
regarded

Inever talked to Ivins specifically
about weaponilizing B. anthracls nor did mention belonging to any

organized hate groups. However, Ivins felt that|
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Iving believes that]| |

Iving also mentioned a former employee who worked at
USAMRIID named whom he regarded as someone who

could possibly be involved in the anthrax attacks. Ivin 11
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Ivins stated that | |
|
| Ivins recalls that when| |
Ivins also recalls that | |
| | however,

had no access to the hot suites. When asked who he would suspect
as having been involved in the B. anthracis attacks, Ivins
reiterated that |would be the
prime suspects, however, | |
Ivins said that he had no involvement in the anthrax mailings and
has had no training involving making powderg. Ivins has never been
to Trenton and has no associations with Trenton, NJ. Other than
Ivins is also not familiar with any individuals who have
associations or contacts or have traveled to Trenton, NJ. Ivins

said that the only person he is_aware of at USAMRIID who may have
Ianv powdexed mateﬁials would bel |

|is gsomeone whom Ivins regards as a good
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Iving is aware that]|
[ |who wanted B. anthracis strains. He is
also aware that Irag wanted to obtain the Ames strain of B.
anthracis from Porton Down in Great Britain. Ivins provided SA

with a complete inventory of the B. anthracis collection
in the Bacteriology Department which he obtained

There is no one at the facility who has been rumored to
be attempting to gain access to B. anthracis or other Select Agents
for which they do not have a legitimate need. Ivins is also
unaware of anyone who has access to the materials or the ability to
work with Select Agents who appears to be unstable or exhibit
mental or emotional problems. Ivins speculated that if he were
going to make anthrax to send through the mail, the first thing he
would have to do would be to find someone who knew how to make the
powder. He thought that this could either be| |ox
someone from Dugway Proving Grounds. As far as Ivins knows,

| Ivins does not know if Battelle has the
capability to make the powders. Ivins stated that it would take
gsomeone with a degree in the sciences or someone who had great
technical expertise and the ability to work the requisite equipment
in order to make dried materials. Ivins fears that this prior
event is a test for a larger scale attack or an attack with another
Select Agent such as smallpox.

Ivins is not aware of an Internet website for
bacteriology, however, there is an Intranet website which is
maintained by[:::::::t]which contains SOPs on working with
materials.

Ivins recalled an incident which occurred in the late 60s
or early 708 regarding an individual named George Wright. Wright
left Detrick in the late 60s or early 70s and apparently stuck some
bottles of ligquid B. anthracis cultures in a paint can and took
them home. When USAMRIID began working with B. anthracis again in
the early 1980s, Wright brought the can back to USAMRIID. Ivins
noted that this would not contain the Ames strain because the Ames
strain had not been discovered when Wright worked at USAMRIID. -
Ivins stated that Wright died several years ago.
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Ivins noted that the ratio of spores to media for B.
anthracis in a liquid preparation is approximately 10° spores per
milliliter. Therefore, it would take 20 liters of media to make
two grams of spores.

Tvins noted that]| | has been getting a lot of
mileage from this event as| |
however, | [T the time after Ames came L&
to USAMRIID. Ivins has never heard| digcugs politics. b7

Ivins has also never heard of|

@]
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Date of transcription 03/04/2002

~BRUGE IVINS, Ph.D., Research Scientist, white male,
approximately/ 40 years of age, United States Medical Research
Institute of/Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID), 1490 Porter Street
Ft. Detrick/ MD was advised Of THE identities of the Special Agents

(SAs) and the nature of the interview. | |was also
present during the interview. IVINS provided the following
information:

IVINS recognized the mailing tube and the glass tube bearing the

label "AMES 255414 B B. anthracis" shown in the digital photographi//(?i>
provided by| fhe photographs on February

21, 2002 at the request of] |
In 1985, IVINS took a sample of agar gnd bacteria from the glass

tube and started a culture of the B. anthracis Ames gtrain. The
glass tube was stored in the refrigerated area of the laboratory at
the time IVINS took the 1985 sample. The culture that IVINS
started in 1985 contained viable B. anthracis. IVINS maintained
stocks of his 1985 culture at the current time.

,J-—\/.—L— P~ ‘—Vf‘:‘ V@
Investigation on 2/26/2002 a Ft. Detrick, MD
fd
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On 04/24/2002 and 04/25/02, Special Agents| |
| Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
Washington Field Office (WFO), contacted BRUCE IVINS. This contact
was initiated to collect information regarding reports that
swabbing, which resulted in presumptive positive results, had been
conducted outside the laboratory suites at United States Army
Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID), Ft
Detrick, Maryland. After the interviewing agents identified
themselves and advised of the nature of the interview, IVINS
voluntarily provided %he following information:

ity number 280-44-5449,
home telephone
[FAid work telephogne | |is further described

as a PhD., Résearch Microbiglogist, working in the Bacteriology
Divigion at USAMRIID. \\

IVINS | I
TVINS currently work im\ the sam ivigi

| when USAMRITD became involved in the evidence,
Bacillus anthracis (B.A.), processing of the Daschle and Leahy
letters. Consequently, | | have only intermittent

contact with| |

In the Fall of 2001, soon after the receipt of Daschle
letter, IVINS| |conducted some preliminarxv woxk with the
evidence. IVINS entered the evidence into the level
laboratory suite, through the pass-thru box.

In the Fall of 2001, shared with IVINS| I

[ |concerned with the handling of the B.A. evidence. | |
ad observed unsafe handling of the letter. Based on this

conversation, IVINS became concerned about possible contamination

outside the actual labs where the evidence was being handled. Over

time, IVINS' concern extended to the office areal

| He felt that if there had been unsafe handling then

. lcould have inadvertently contaminated the office. TVINS
also felt that|

| T a spoie
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Coninustion of FD.307of BRUCE EDWARDS IVINS .on 04/24-25/2003, 2

were to fall in a dusty area, which had not subsequently been
cleaned, it could still be there. b

Based on the above, in approximately December 2001, IVINS

took the independent initiative to swab the office]| |
| IVINS swabbed approximately twenty

areas, to include| |desk, telephone, and computer in an
effort to determine the presence of B.A. Analysis of the samples
the next day indicated that approximately half the samples yielded
what appeared to have one or two colonies of B.A. This was
considered a "presumptive positive" and IVINS conducted no further
tests to confirm the presence of B.A. IVINS autoclaved and
disposed of all the samples. IVINS told | of his findings,
but was unsure if he actually showed] the samples. He then
thoroughly cleaned |

At that time IVINS told nobodyi iof his swabbing efforts
and findings. He felt he had effectively taken care of the issue

On or about 04/11/02 or 04/12/02, IVINS became aware that
there was a possible contamination incident in _lab B3, and that[__ |
had conducted sampl in the suite and found several areas
with "presumptive positives" \for the presence ofg\B.A. The
contamination incident consisted of a possible spill during an
experiment conducted by] |

On the following Monda;\\04/15/02, after thinking about
it over the weekend and becoming ingﬁ:asingly more corncerned about

possible contamination immediately oytside the B3 lab, \IVINS
decided to independently conduct swabbing surveys in argas likely,
in his mind, to have been contaminated. IVINS conducted®the
swabbing effort on either 04/15/02 and 04/16/02, or 04/16/02 and
04/17/02. He realizes he should have requested authority from his
superiors to conduct the surveys, but he was afraid it would be
weeks before permission was granted due to "red-tape."

On 04/16/02, IVINS decided to swab the "cold-side" of the
pass-thru box of B3, the cold-side men's changing room (because he
could not get into the women's change room), | |
[ 1 ("Cold-side" refers to areas outside the lab suites.

IVINS sampled the cold-gide of the pasg-thru box because[:::f:;:::]
survey had found the presence of what appeared to be B.A. on the
handle of the hot-side of the pass-thru box inside the B3 lab.
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Continuation of FD-302 of BRUCE EDWARDS IVINS ,On04/24-25/200%

age

IVINS swabbed the cold-side men's changing room because he was
concerned about shoes worn inside B3 suite tracking spores into the
changing room. IVINS sgwabbed] ]

[he wanted to see if he had done a good job cleaning it in
December 2001.

On 04/17/02, IVINS analyzed the results of 04/16/02, and
found "presumptive positive" for B.A. on five of approximately
twenty to twenty-five samples. The positives were found on: 1) the
molding by the pass-thru box; 2) mens changing room table; 3) the
shelf over the sink in the men's changing room; 4) on top of the

lockers in the men's changing room; and 5) |

Based on the above findings, IVINS continued his
independently initiated swab survey by taking samples of his
(IVINS') desk area (room 019), the cold-side pass-thru box area,
and the freezers located in the hallway outside B3. The areas on
which IVINS concentrated were those of high traffic area (such as a
computer keyboard), and those of very low traffic (such as the top
of a book shelf). Of the thirty-one samples, IVINS found
approximately eleven what appeared to be "presumptive positives".
The initial positives were found on: 1) outside the pass-thru box
on the window sill; 2) outside the pass-thru box on the electrical
box; 3) IVINS' office on the shelf under the air wvent; 4) IVINS'
office behind the computer monitor; 5) IVINS' office on IVINS' desk
by penholder; 6) IVINS' desk on the penholder; 7) IVINS' office on.
the upper shelf in a tray to the left corner air vent; 8) IVINS'
cffice on the metal folder holder on the top shelf to the right of
corner air vent; 9) IVINS' office, top shelf of desk, left corner
air vent; 10) IVINS' desk; and 11) IVINS' office on the wooden
bookcase shelves to the left of desk. Of the eleven "presumptive
positives", #1 and #6 were later eliminated as B.A.

After doing the first sample and getting the results,
IVINS told |of his findings. IVINS told that he was
going to do further sampling |

On either the afternoon of 04/17/02 or the morning of
04/18/02, IVINS told[_____ ]about his sampling survey and the
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findings. [:::::::]became very upset with him and told him he
should have gotten approval.

On 04/18/02, IVINS went to |and told

[:::gof his sampling survey and the findings. | |was upset
with IVINS for sampling without authority.

On the morning of 04/19/02, there was a "town hall
meeting" where the incidents were discussed. They were notified
that a large scale sampling survey would be conducted to determine
the extent of contamination.

When asked why he was able to f£ind B.A., when the other
swabbing efforts did not, IVINS explained that he utilizes a more
aggressive and extensive method for collecting samples. He samples
a larger area, especially hard to reach and dusty areas, and uses
more force. He also explained that prior to the large scale

swabbing survey by the Center for Health Promotion and Preventative

Medicine (CHPPM), he,| | took samples
outside the B3 lab and subsequently cleaned the area thoroughly
with bleach.

o
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On 4/27/02 and 4/28/02, DR. BRUCE EDW left
voice messages for SA at the I's Washington
Field Office. 8SA returned the call on 4£730/02. Being

previously aware of the identity of the agent, IVINS provided the
following information:

IVINS is further identifi social security number
280-44-5449, | | home
telephone | | and work telephone | | He is
a PhD., Research Microbiologist, working/in the Bacteriology
Division at the United States Army Medical Research Institute of
Infectious Disease (USAMRIID).

as:

During the week of 4/22/02, a schedule wasg devised by
[ | for each research microbiologist
to survey the biological safety level three suite B3 for possible
contamination on a rotatihg weekly basis. IVINS was scheduled to
do the survey the week 6f 4/29/02. IVINS proceeded to survey B3 by

taking swabs, putting/them on blood platesg, and putting them into
the fermenter. He ifas assisted by| |

he survey was very aggressive. IVINS wanted to
prove he could ®ind contamination.

When IVINS went to observe the plates the following day,
he found them in a plastic bag in the autoclave, where someone had
disposed of them. He determined had disposed of them
because a new swabbing protocol was going to be established, but
had not yet been written. If swabbing was not conducted according
to protocol, discipline would result. IVINS could not have
followed protocol because it was not yet written.

IVINS also wanted to follow up on the interview that was
conducted of him on 4/24-25/02 by SA's]| | and |
He remembered two times he had come across Bacillus angthirasis (Ba)
about which he had not previously 1nformed the agentg’. Sometime
between December 2001 and Februarvy 2002,

[ called IVINS and
asked him to come to his office. Ba Wthh had

originated from another country at Wthh he wanted to look.
IVINS would not identify the country of origin, and

\ ey —
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information would have to come from IVINS called it a b?c
"national security sample." The Ba was in a powdered form and
orangish in color.
During that same time period, |again called IVINS bé
to his office to look at more Ba from the same country. IVINS does b7C

not recall in what form the Ba was. IVINS grew some of the product
on a blood plate, which he then left in laboratory suite . He
took some of the product off the plate and froze it in broth.
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On February 12, 2003, BRUCE E. IVINS, date of birth
04/22/1946, social security account number 280-44-5449, was
interviewed at his place of employment, the United States Army
Medical Research Institute of Infectioug Diseases (USAMRIID), Fort b
Detrick, Maryland, telephone | after being advised of b
the identity of the agents and the purpose of the interview, IVINS
provided the following information:

[e)t

~d

IVINS provided the agents with a packet of materials that
he prepared including: a list of individuals that the agents might
want to contact; statements of his work on both the Daschle and New
York Pogt letters; a spore calculation form for the Leahy letter;
and 'a document labeled as "Hoover Statement" in which IVINS advised
of his work with the letters as well as his independent swabbing
project and safety concerns. These materials are attached herein.

IVINS advised that there was a safety problem with the
handling of the anthrax letters at USAMRIID that put people's
health at risk. Two people at USAMRIID had something to gain by
the letters being analyzed at the lab, and the situation was just a
nightmare for everyone else involved. As such, these two
individuals had the most to lose from any problems uncovered with
handling of the letters. IVINS identified these two individuals as

hES

[oxey

IVINS heard from| |
have been saying that| [ IVINS did not handle the letters
which is not true. IVINS gave copies of the report of his work on
the letters tol |

The Daschle letter should not have been in Room

IVINS received the letter contained in ziploc bags in bz
He did not know where the ziplocs came from. He was b7F
not aware of whether they were the original ziplocs which had been
decontaminated, or if the letter was placed inside new ziplocs.

IVINS does not know who processed the letter prior to his receipt

of it or whether the letter was opened in[::fi::::]

%U%M

Investigation on _ 02/12/2003 _ at Fort Detrick, Maryland

A 270 — 18
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IVINS weighed an empty vial in Rocmltg;:;;::] and then
brought the Daschle letter into Suite B3 through the passbox.
| | he scraped out some powder from the letter
into a vial. There was not much powder in the letter, and some was
flying around in the hood. He brought the vial out through the B3
passbox and to to weigh it, as[:::::::]had the most
accurate scale In the area. He then brought the vial back into B3.

| |was present in B3 while IVINS |
worked on the letter, | was outside of the room
watching them through the glass in the door. IVINS remembered
wearing gloves when he handled the Daschle letter in the hood, but
he could not recall if he wore gloves at any other time while
working with the letter.

IVINS did not handle the Leahy, Post, or Brokaw letters.
He worked with the powder from the Leahy and Post letters and did
not work with any of the material from the Brokaw letter.

IVINS advised that latex gloves were used by people
working in B3. The gloves were not of the greatest quality as they
were bargain gloves and sometimes had holes or were torn. IVINS
did not wear gloves when touching any commonly handled items in B3.

i ! B3 workspace was shared
with

During the time that Suite B4 was down for renovation, many of the
people that usually worked in B4 had to work in B3 instead. Suites
B3 and B4 are connected in the back, and therefore one can usually
pass between the two suites. When B4 went down for renovation it
was sealed off from B3 as a cold area.

The ice machine and the centrifuge were in B3, therefore
anyone who needed to use that equipment would have entered B3. This
group included: | |

In approximately 1997, IVINS received some very clean
Bacillus anthracis (B.a.) spore preparations from Dugway Proving
Grounds. He thinks that all of the Dugway material had been
fermented, as there was some talk about growing the B.a. in either
8 or 10 liter fermentors. The spores were double gradient
purified.

bé
B7C
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The Dugway material has been kept in the cold room in B3
gince it was received in 1997. There is a record of how much
material was initially received as well as how much has been
removed and where it went. IVINS thinks that all of the Dugway
material has been stored with his lab group and kept in the two
original flasks it was placed in. Each flask initially had 500
milliliters of wet spore preparation, and only one flask of
material remains. IVINS advised that 1 milliliter or less of the
Dugway material could be taken and it wouldn't be missed.

Double purified material needs to have a chromatogram
done to determine whether it was run through a gradient. A trace
of the gradient would remain on the material and should be
indicated by a peak on the chromatogram. Some possible gradients
include sucrose, hypaque, renografin (which became known as renocal
but may not be manufactured any longer), or phycoll.

IVINS did the following calculation estimates to
determine how much of the Dugway spores would have been missing if
they had been used in the anthrax mailings. 2.0-2.5 grams of
material were present in each letter with a 10°/mL spore
concentration. In order to achileve that spore concentration,
80-100L of runs would have been necessary and approximately 300mL
of the Dugway material would have been required. This amount of
misging material would have been noticed.

IVINS thinks that most of the people at USAMRIID use
broth to grow B.a., although he can't say for certain how everyone
else there grows their spores. Although B.a. can be grown on agar,
nicer spores are produced in broth, and they can be purified more
easily and are "hotter". If one needs to purify more than a very
small amount of B.a., it is difficult to use agar as you would need
numerous plates.

Spores grown up on agar are dirtier than broth grown.
IVINS does not know if this is because the spores pick up debris
from the agar or if there are media components on the surface of
the spore. No matter how agar grown spores are washed, some agar
always remains on the spores.

The protocol that IVINS used to grow B.a. is the same one
published in the paper titled "Efficacy of a human anthrax vaccine
in guinea pigs, rabbits, and rhesus macaques against challenge by
Bacillus anthracis isolates of diverse geographical origin'". 6
IVINS,[::::::::]and several other USAMRIID scientists co-authored b7
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the paper. All Ames spores that IVINS uses either come from the
Dugway stock or have been made by his lab group by the published
protocol.

. The spores from the three letters that IVINS saw looked
very different from each other. He described the spores from the
Daschle letter as being very, very clean; the spores from the Leahy
letter as looking good, with some clumping; and the spores from the
Post lettexr as okay, with a good bit of clumping. IVINS asked
| ] of the FBI if the Daschle letter could represent
Tdownstream processing" in that the spores either went from bad to
good or good to bad.

At the agent's request, IVINS advised that he would check
for any paperwork he may have submitted requesting a government
vehicle to travel to Covance in Denver, Pennsylvania in the fall of
2001. He advised that he would ask[_____ ]Last Name Unknown (LNU)
who handles all such requests. IVINS also provided the agents with
a copy of two emails that he received from the American Red Cross
requesting his assgsistance with canteening for the FBI'S December
pond operation near Frederick, Maryland.

IVINS did not have any copies of the Special Pathogens
Section (SPS) records for the Post and Brokaw letters. He advised
that | |
might have some knowledge of the timeline of the letters at
USAMRIID. 1IVINS has never met or seen| |

IVINS keeps his lab notebooks in his office rather than
the library. The notebooks are officially checked out to him, and
people working with him make entries in them and sign their name by
the entry. IVINS agreed to provide the agents with access to his
notebooks from the 2001 time frame. IVINS did not have any email
records or electronic calendar records prior to May 2002. He
thought that there may have been a new system installed around that
time.

IVINS usually obtained office paper from the stock which
had been ordered by the Bacteriology Division. He brought it into
the office in a big box and would pull out a ream when he needed
it. He did not keep any pre-stamped envelopes in his office. He
advised that they do not need stamps on their envelopes because all
outgoing mail from USAMRIID is supposed to be business only. IVINS
does keep blank envelopes in his office.

bo
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The door to IVINS' office was kept unlocked. People have
had items taken from their officeg at times.

| | In approximaTﬂLMmbﬁLzmT
IVINS was working on a report for the FBI when

When IVINS had an aerosol challenge scheduled, he would
bring the tubes with the spore suspension to the aerosolization
area. IVINS advised that the spore suspen81on looked like milk.
The sprays are done in Building 1412 in the room next to| and
lare where IVINS and his lab group processed
material during the sprays to include plating out the material to
quantify the spore concentration. | |
usually conducted the sprays for IVINS.

After an aerosol challenge was completed, B.a. would be
present on bottles, tubes, pipets and plates. The plates would be
placed in a biohazard bag to be autoclaved. Tubes, bottles, and
pipets would be held in a hood that was not being used and
decontaminated within one week. IVINS gave the example of a spray
that was to take place on Tuesday and Wednesday of a given week:
the animals would be prepared Monday, the spray would be conducted
Tuesday and Wednesday, the plates would be counted Thursday, and
the final clean up would take place Friday.

IVINS took the agents on a walk through of the areas of

Building 1425 where he handled the anthrax letters. He received-
the Daschle letter contained in two or three ziploc bags from
[ | He took the letter through the B3
passbox into Room | | IVINS' ‘lab space in B3. [_|can be seen
through the window to the left of the B3 passbox as well as through
the B3 crash door. He brought the vial containing B.a. from the
Daschle letter out through the B3 passbox and to the scale in

a BL2 lab. IVINS thinks that the vial he used is still in
the refrigerator in

IVINS pointed out the B3 cold room as being on the right
side of the hallway when looking through the crash door, with a
black b